Location of Sewage Disposal System
2019 California Plumbing Code, Appendix H (Table H 101.8) & CA OWTS Policy 7.5 and 7.6

MINIMUM BUILDING SEWER | SEPTICTANK | DISPOSAL FIELD SEEPAGE PIT
HORIZONTAL (DRYWELL)
DISTANCE
Building or Structure?! 2 Feet 5 Feet 8 Feet 8 Feet
Property Line Clear? 5 Feet 5 Feet 8 Feet
adjoining private
property
Private Water Supply 50 Feet? 100 Feet 100 Feet 150 Feet
Well
Public Water Supply 50 Feet? 100 Feet 150 Feet See CA OWTS
Well 9.4.10
Streams and other Feet 100 Feet’ 100 Feet’ 150 Feet’
bodies of water
Upstream of Surface See CA OWTS Policy Sections
Water Intake Within 1,200 feet - 7.5.7, 7.6,
Within 2,500 feet - 7.5.8
Trees® -- 10 Feet - 10 Feet
Seepage pits® -- 5 Feet 5 Feet 12 Feet
Disposal Field® - 5 Feet 4 Feet* 5 Feet
On-Site Domestic 1 Foot® 5 Feet 5 Feet 5 Feet
Water Service Line
Distribution box - - 5 Feet 5 Feet
Pressure public water | 10 Feet Horizontal 25 Feet 25 Feet 25 Feet
main® & 1 Foot Vertical

For Sl units: 1 foot = 304.8 mm

Notes:

1. Including porches and steps, whether covered or uncovered, breezeways, roofed porte cocheres, roofed
patios, carports, covered walks, covered driveways, and similar structures or appurtenances.

2. See Section 312.3.

3. Drainage piping shall clear domestic water supply wells by not less than 50 feet (15240 mm). This
distance shall be permitted to be reduced to not less than 25 feet (7620 mm) where the drainage piping
is constructed of materials approved for use within a building.

4. Plus 2 feet (610 mm) for each additional 1 foot (305 mm) of depth in excess of 1 foot (305 mm) below
the bottom of the drain line. (See Section H 601.0)

5. See Section 720.0.

6. For parallel construction - For crossings, approval by the Health Department shall be required. 22 CCR
64572(f)

7. These minimum clear horizontal distances shall also apply between disposal fields, seepage pits, and the
mean high-tide line.

8. Where disposal fields, seepage pits, or both are installed in sloping ground, the minimum horizontal
distance between any part of the leaching system and ground surface shall be 15 feet (4572 mm).

9. Consult Article IX of Chapter 35 Santa Barbara County Code, if deciduous oak trees are present.



https://library.municode.com/ca/santa_barbara_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CH35ZO_ARTIXDEOATRPRRE

CA OWTS Policy
7.5 Minimum horizontal setbacks from any OWTS treatment component and dispersal systems shall be as
follows:

7.5.1 5 feet from parcel property lines and structures;

7.5.2 100 feet from water wells and monitoring wells, unless regulatory or legitimate data requirements
necessitate that monitoring wells be located closer;

7.5.3 100 feet from any unstable land mass or any areas subject to earth slides identified by a registered
engineer or registered geologist; other setback distance are allowed, if recommended by a geotechnical
report prepared by a qualified professional.

7.5.4 100 feet from springs and flowing surface water bodies where the edge of that water body is the
natural or levied bank for creeks and rivers, or may be less where site conditions prevent migration of
wastewater to the water body;

7.5.5 200 feet from vernal pools, wetlands, lakes, ponds, or other surface water bodies where the edge
of that water body is the high water mark for lakes and reservoirs, and the mean high tide line for tidally
influenced water bodies;

7.5.6 150 feet from a public water well where the depth of the effluent dispersal system does not
exceed 10 feet;

7.5.7 Where the effluent dispersal system is within 1,200 feet from a public water systems’ surface
water intake point, within the catchment of the drainage, and located such that it may impact water
quality at the intake point such as upstream of the intake point for flowing water bodies, the dispersal
system shall be no less than 400 feet from the high water mark of the reservoir, lake or flowing water
body.

7.5.8 Where the effluent dispersal system is located more than 1,200 feet but less than 2,500 feet from
a public water systems’ surface water intake point, within the catchment of the drainage, and located
such that it may impact water quality at the intake point such as upstream of the intake point for
flowing water bodies, the dispersal system shall be no less than 200 feet from the high water mark of
the reservoir, lake or flowing water body.

7.6 Prior to issuing a permit to install an OWTS the permitting agency shall determine if the OWTS is within
1,200 feet of an intake point for a surface water treatment plant for drinking water, is in the drainage catchment
in which the intake point is located, and located such that it may impact water quality at the intake point such as
being upstream of the intake point for a flowing water body. If the OWTS is within 1,200 feet of an intake point
for a surface water treatment plant for drinking water, is in the drainage catchment in which the intake point is
located, and is located such that it may impact water quality at the intake point:

7.6.1 The permitting agency shall provide a copy of the permit application to the owner of the water
system of their proposal to install an OWTS within 1,200 feet of an intake point for a surface water
treatment. If the owner of the water system cannot be identified, then the permitting agency will notify
California Department of Public Health Drinking Water Program.



7.6.2 The permit application shall include a topographical plot plan for the parcel showing the OWTS
components, the property boundaries, proposed structures, physical address, and name of property
owner.

7.6.3 The permit application shall provide the estimated wastewater flows, intended use of proposed
structure generating the wastewater, soil data, and estimated depth to seasonally saturated soils.
7.6.4 The public water system owner shall have 15 days from receipt of the permit application to
provide recommendations and comments to the permitting agency.

9.4 The following are not allowed to be authorized in a Local Agency Management Program:

9.4.10 Except as provided for in sections 9.4.11 and 9.4.12, new or replacement OWTS with minimum
horizontal setbacks less than any of the following:

9.4.10.1 150 feet from a public water well where the depth of the effluent dispersal system does
not exceed 10 feet in depth.

9.4.10.2 200 feet from a public water well where the depth of the effluent dispersal system
exceeds 10 feet in depth.

9.4.10.3 Where the effluent dispersal system is within 600 feet of a public water well and
exceeds 20 feet in depth the horizontal setback required to achieve a two-year travel time for
microbiological contaminants shall be evaluated. A qualified professional shall conduct this
evaluation. However in no case shall the setback be less than 200 feet.

9.4.10.4 Where the effluent dispersal system is within 1,200 feet from a public water systems’
surface water intake point, within the catchment of the drainage, and located such that it may
impact water quality at the intake point such as upstream of the intake point for flowing water
bodies, the dispersal system shall be no less than 400 feet from the high water mark of the
reservoir, lake or flowing water body.

9.4.10.5 Where the effluent dispersal system is located more than 1,200 feet but less than 2,500
feet from a public water systems’ surface water intake point, within the catchment area of the
drainage, and located such that it may impact water quality at the intake point such as upstream
of the intake point for flowing water bodies, the dispersal system shall be no less than 200 feet
from the high water mark of the reservoir, lake or flowing water body.

9.4.11 For replacement OWTS that do not meet the above horizontal separation requirements, the
replacement OWTS shall meet the horizontal separation to the greatest extent practicable. In such case,
the replacement OWTS shall utilize supplemental treatment and other mitigation measures, unless the
permitting authority finds that there is no indication that the previous system is adversely affecting the
public water source, and there is limited potential that the replacement system could impact the water
source based on topography, soil depth, soil texture, and groundwater separation.

9.4.12 For new OWTS, installed on parcels of record existing at the time of the effective date of this
Policy, that cannot meet the above horizontal separation requirements, the OWTS shall meet the
horizontal separation to the greatest extent practicable and shall utilize supplemental treatment for
pathogens as specified in section 10.8 and any other mitigation measures prescribed by the permitting
authority.



