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The Los Olivos Community Services District (LOCSD) was very busy during the 2nd Quarter of 2025. As 
described in more detail below, during the quarter we: 

• Received a two-year extension at LAFCO to develop a community wastewater solution 
• Continued groundwater testing efforts with samples being taken on May 13 
• Held a community workshop related to collection and treatment of wastewater on May 14 
• Adopted a project description on June 11 
• Released an RFP for LOCSD collection and conveying sewage to the City of Solvang 

Next quarter we expect to start detailed design and environmental review, begin discussions about 
individual parcel assessments and pursue grants to offset the costs of any future project. 
 
As noted in prior updates, any final wastewater collection, treatment, and disposal solution will be the 
result of significant community input and environmental review, and then put to a vote by District 
property owners in accordance with Proposition 218. We are currently targeting late 2026 for the 
property owner vote. 
 
Two-Year Extension at LAFCO 
President Julie Kennedy and General Manager Guy Savage gave a presentation to the Santa Barbara 
County Local Area Formation Commission (LAFCO) on April 3. The presentation included a request for an 
additional two years to complete a Property Owner vote related to our community wastewater solution. 
Details on the presentation, the request for extension, and links to the recorded presentation can all be 
found at: 
https://www.losolivoscsd.com/lafco-approves-2-year-extension-april-2025 
 
Groundwater Testing Continued This Quarter 
The LOCSD continues to test and monitor the shallow groundwater table in the District. Our five wells 
were sampled again on May 13. The testing continued to show one well (MW-2) clearly over the allowed 
maximum contaminate level (MCL) for nitrates, which is currently set at 10. A second well (MW-4) was 
just below the MCL for nitrates. All five wells were above the basin plan MCL target of 1 for nitrates. The 
May sampling effort also measured a very shallow groundwater table, as water was encountered at just 
over five feet below the ground surface near the southern end of the district at MW-5. 
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It is important to remember that high nitrate levels and a shallow groundwater table are two of the 
important reasons why Los Olivos was declared a Special Problems Area in 1974. More details on the 
groundwater sampling and test results can be found at: 
https://www.losolivoscsd.com/groundwater-information 
 
May 2025 Community Workshop – Collection and Treatment Solutions 
In a meeting attended by an estimated 100 people, the District obtained input from interested 
individuals on what they thought would be the best solution for the LOCSD. Attendees were given an 
opportunity to ask questions following a presentation by the General Manager. The presentation 
provided an overview of collection alternatives (effluent systems versus gravity fed collection) and 
treatment alternatives (local treatment versus connecting to the City of Solvang). One potential for a 
local treatment facility the LOCSD continues to discuss includes placing a treatment and disposal facility 
at Dunn School. Dunn has expressed interest in a potential partnership and the District is continuing 
conversations with them. At the conclusion of the workshop, attendees were asked to “vote” for their 
choices regarding collection and treatment. The results as of June 11 are shown below. 
 

 
 

More information related to the workshop, including updated tallies of the vote, can be found at: 
https://www.losolivoscsd.com/2025-05-14-special-meeting 
 
Project Description – Resolution 25-01 – Collect and Send to the City of Solvang for Treatment 
In what was the most substantial step towards a community wastewater solution by the LOCSD in 
several years, the Board of Directors approved Resolution 25-01 on June 11. The Resolution adopts a 
Project Description regarding the collection, treatment, and disposal of wastewater in the LOCSD. In 
summary, the Resolution calls for collection within the district to be completed with effluent, gravity 
fed, or a combination of the two approaches; a LOCSD-owned, pressurized sewer pipeline down Alamo 
Pintado Avenue to connect the City of Solvang; and treatment and disposal by the City.  
 
The LOCSD has spent many months researching collection alternatives and examining options for 
treatment and disposal of wastewater. After hearing from the public on May 14, 2025, the Board 
decided it would like more information before deciding between effluent system and gravity fed 
collection. Much of the discussion regarding these two collection approaches centers around cost. Costs 
between the two approaches were developed and presented by two separate consultants who 
developed different levels of detail in their designs. The Board of Directors would like to have 
consistency in designs and how costs are calculated before making a final decision. Other key factors the 
Board of Directors will consider before making its decision include: costs for processing waste at the City 
of Solvang, number of lift stations required to move LOCSD wastewater to the City and their costs, City 
infrastructure upgrade costs, and impacts to individual properties. 
 
By far, the biggest concern about the Resolution is the potential for growth inducement because of the 
construction of a sewer pipeline down Alamo Pintado Road. The District’s Board of Directors comments 
echo those in the Santa Ynez Valley Community Plan of 2009. The LOCSD Board of Directors has stated 
very clearly that they do not want to see our efforts result in growth along the Alamo Pintado corridor.  
 
A few of the preventative measures against growth included in the LOCSD’s approach are sizing the pipe 
only big enough to transport the volumes of waste from LOCSD parcels and developing a contract with 
the City of Solvang that only meets the wastewater flow needs of the LOCSD. Additionally, the pipeline 
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would be owned and maintained by the LOCSD and no other entity (e.g. County of Santa Barbara) could 
require or force the LOCSD to allow non-district parcels to connect to our pipe.  
 
No single preventative measure is a 100% guarantee against this unwanted growth. To further mitigate 
the possibility of growth inducement, the LOCSD is considering measures such as requiring a LOCSD 
property owner vote, essentially a new Proposition 218 vote, before any properties outside the 
boundaries of the LOCSD could be allowed to connect to our pipeline. Such a move would take the 
decision making out of the hands of elected officials and put it back with residents of the community. 
The LOCSD anticipates significant on-going discussion in this area. If you have ideas about measures we 
should consider taking to help prevent the unwanted growth, please share them with us via email at: 
LosOlivosCSD@gmail.com. 
 
Request for Proposal – LOCSD Collection and Conveyance to the City of Solvang 
The LOCSD approved Resolution 25-01 and a project description, as noted above. In order to move the 
overall design of the project forward and help make a final decision regarding collection, the LOCSD 
released Request for Proposal (RFP) #2501 on June 25. The RFP is an attempt to find a single, qualified 
firm that can provide engineering and professional services for a 90% design and cost estimating of a 
wastewater collection system covering the entirety of the LOCSD, coupled with a force main conveyance 
pipeline connecting the LOCSD to the City of Solvang. The RFP is expected to close on July 18, 2025. 
More information regarding the RFP can be found at: 
https://www.losolivoscsd.com/requests-for-proposals-and-requests-for-quotes 

Coffee with a District Board Member – 1st & 3rd Fridays at Lefty’s Coffee Co. 
A Board Member is regularly available for an hour of “open table” discussion with community members 
the 1st and 3rd Friday of each month starting between 8:30 and 9:00am. Lefty’s Coffee Co. in Los Olivos 
continues to generously allow us to use a table for these informal conversations. No appointment 
necessary.  

ABOUT THE DISTRICT: The Los Olivos CSD was formed by voters in 2018 to give Los Olivos residents and 
property owners within the district local control over a local wastewater management solution and to 
provide a funding mechanism for the construction and operation of the facilities needed to collect, 
treat, and dispose of sewage, wastewater, and recycled water in Los Olivos.  
 
STAY INFORMED: Attend our monthly meetings in person or virtually to stay current with our efforts to 
determine the best wastewater solution for Los Olivos. This is the most effective way for you to stay 
informed, to ask questions and get answers, and to ensure your ideas and concerns are heard. We 
usually post video of meetings on YouTube within 48 hours. https://www.youtube.com/@LosOlivosCSD. 
 
Check the District’s website for meeting agendas and materials at losolivoscsd.com.  
 
Visit https://www.losolivoscsd.com/subscribe to sign up for email updates. Please encourage your 
neighbors, local property owners and other interested community members to sign up as well. 
 
If you have any questions about our District’s efforts, please contact Guy Savage, General Manager, at 
gm.locsd@gmail.com or call him at (805) 500-4098. 
 
Find us on Social Media: 
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