
 
 
 
 
 
 

Julie Kennedy, President 
Lisa Palmer, Vice President 
Greg Parks, Director 
Tom Fayram, Director 
Tom Nelson, Director 

December 5, 2025 
Jason Johnston  
County of Santa Barbara – Environmental Health Services 
2125 Centerpointe Parkway, Rm. 333 
Santa Maria, CA 93455 
Via email: Jason.Johnston@sbcphd.org 

Subject:  Request for Funding Assistance for Groundwater Monitoring in the Amount of $16,000 

Mr. Johnston, 

The Los Olivos Community Services District (LOCSD) is requesting funding assistance in the amount of 
$16,000 (sixteen thousand dollars) for the continued monitoring of the five (5) shallow groundwater 
wells located within the LOCSD’s boundaries. The funds would be used to conduct sampling and testing 
on all five wells in December 2025 and May 2026. If granted the funds, the LOCSD understands that the 
funding would be provided on a reimbursement basis.  

Background 

The Los Olivos area was designated a Special Problems Area (SPA) in 1974 due to excessive nitrates in 
the shallow groundwater table, which have the potential to further pollute deeper drinking groundwater 
tables. One of the key reasons for the excess of nitrates is the concentration of septic tanks in the Los 
Olivos area. 

The LOCSD was formed in 2018 in an effort to design and construct a Wastewater Collection, Treatment 
and Reclamation Project in the Los Olivos area. The LOCSD boundaries are smaller than the Los Olivos 
SPA, but include the commercial core and small lots believed to be causing most of the septic tank 
discharge issues. Earlier this year, the LOCSD adopted a project definition that includes collection of 
wastewater from all 384 parcels in the district and a LOCSD owned and maintained force main that 
would be used to convey wastewater to the City of Solvang. The City would then treat and dispose of 
the LOCSD waste. The LOCSD is currently expending the majority of its funds on additional design and 
other required processes to further the project with the goal of holding a Proposition 218 vote in late 
2026.  

Current groundwater information, including a map showing the location of the five LOCSD wells can be 
found at: https://www.losolivoscsd.com/groundwater-information. 

The District has a signed contract with GSI Water Solutions, Inc. to perform sampling and testing of 
wells. The attached estimate from GSI represents the costs the LOCSD is looking to have reimbursed. 
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The LOCSD is very appreciative of any and all support the County can provide related to this request for 
funding assistance. We are committed to the Community and to working hard to maintain our successful 
relationship with the County and State throughout this process. If you have any questions, please 
contact me at gm.locsd@gmail.com or (805) 500-4098, or Julie Kennedy, LOCSD Board President, at 
Julie.Kennedy.LOCSD@gmail.com. 

Sincerely, 

General Manager 
Los Olivos Community Services District 

Attachments: 
1. GSI Quote for FY 2025-26 Groundwater Monitoring Sampling and Testing

Cc: (via email) 
LOCSD Board of Directors 
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GSI Water Solutions, Inc. 418 Chapala Street, Suite H, Santa Barbara, CA 93101 www.gsiws.com 

Scope of Work and Fee Estimate 

To: Guy Savage, Los Olivos Community Services District 

From: Tim Thompson, GSI Water Solutions 

Andy Lapostol, GSI Water Solutions 

Date: September 22, 2025 

RE: Biannual Monitoring and Reporting for Existing Groundwater Monitoring Network   

GSI Water Solutions (GSI) is pleased to present the following scope of work and budget for hydrogeologic support 
services associated with the Los Olivos Groundwater Monitoring Plan (GWMP). The objective of this work is to 
continue the biannual monitoring and reporting program for the Los Olivos Community Services District’s 
(District) existing groundwater monitoring network. Conducting regular monitoring as described in the following 
sections will allow for GSI and the District to define existing groundwater quality in the shallow alluvial aquifer 
underlying Los Olivos and monitor future changes in water quality as septic to sewer conversion plans are 
implemented.   

Data developed from the collection of regular water level data and water quality samples will be beneficial to the 
District’s ongoing efforts to meet County of Santa Barbara and Regional Water Quality Control Board requests for 
improved understanding of the shallow aquifer conditions in the Los Olivos area. 

Task 1 – Monitoring and Sampling 
The District’s monitoring network currently consists of five (5) monitoring wells installed in November 2022 and 
January 2024. GSI proposes to conduct two monitoring and sampling events each year, approximately 6 months 
apart, beginning with Fall 2025. 

During each sampling event, GSI staff will mobilize to Los Olivos to collect water level measurements and water 
quality samples from each well. Water level measurements will be taken prior to water quality sampling, using a 
water level sounder with a precision of 0.01 foot and will be recorded to the nearest 0.01 foot.  

Then, each well will be purged1 with a submersible pump to ensure that the samples collected are representative 
of the surrounding aquifer. Purging volumes and field parameters (e.g., pH, temperature, and electrical 
conductivity) will be documented on purge logs in addition to the date and time of sampling. Samples will be sent 
to an accredited laboratory for analysis of the constituents shown in Table 1. 

Additional information regarding monitoring and sampling methods may be found in the Los Olivos Groundwater 
Monitoring Plan, prepared by GSI in April 2021. 

1 Unless otherwise directed by the District, it is assumed that purged will be disposed of directly on site. Total purge volumes for are 
expected to be minimal, on the order of 10-15 gallons per well. 
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BIANNUAL MONITORING AND REPORTING FOR EXISTING GROUNDWATER MONITORING NETWORK 

GSI Water Solutions, Inc.  2 

Table 1. Sampling Parameters 

Field Parameters Laboratory Analyses 

Constituent Constituent Method 

pH Nitrate as N EPA 300 

Temperature Nitrite as N EPA 353.2 

Electrical Conductivity Total Dissolved Solids SM 2540C 

Task 2 – Reporting 
Following a monitoring and sampling event, GSI will prepare a brief report which will be submitted to the District 
for review and for transmittal to the relevant regulatory agency. These reports will include: 

 Hydrographs including water level and water quality measurements
 Documentation of data collected during monitoring and sampling events

Fee Estimate and Schedule 
The proposed fee to complete the work on a time-and-materials basis is $16,000, including all expenses and 
laboratory analysis fees. You will only be billed for actual time spent on the project, and the budget will not be 
exceeded without your prior approval. GSI’s 2025-2026 Fee Schedule is provided as Attachment A.  

Every effort will be made to work within this authorized budget. If more budget is required, we will inform you in 
advance so that you can decide how you wish to manage our effort.  

Work can begin upon receipt of authorization to proceed and execution of the professional services agreement.   

Sincerely, 
GSI Water Solutions 

Tim Thompson, PG, CHG 
Principal Water Resources Consultant 
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2025-2026 GSI Fee Schedule 

Labor Category Hourly Rate 

Technical Professionals 

Principal $275 – $360 

Supervising $220 – $310 

Managing $175 – $230 

Consulting $155 – $195 

Project $140 – $175 

Staff $125 – $160 

Other Services 

GIS/Graphics/Database $130 – $185 

Editor/Documents $130 – $155 

Administration $95 – $125 

The hourly rate for trial preparation and expert witness testimony 
is 1.5 times the standard billing rate shown above. 

Expenses 

• Mileage: IRS authorized rate/mile plus 10 percent markup
• Direct expenses and outside services: Cost plus 10 percent markup
• Enterprise GIS: $100 per month for the duration of use

*Hourly rates are subject to annual increases on the contract anniversary date.  

ATTACHMENT  A
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